
















Ohio School Counselor Association 
Board Meeting Minutes - January 25 & 26, 2019 
 
Friday - January 25 
 
6:00 PM Welcome/Housekeeping  

● Introductions (Nichole Miller) 
● Hotel/Breakfast Reminder (Ali Hooper) 
● Mileage Reimbursement Reminder (Shawn Grime) 
● Meeting Guidelines (Nichole Miller) 

 
6:30 PM Executive Session 
 
Roll Call 

● Present: Nichole Miller, Michelle Grimm, Heather Fairs, Scott Koebel, Dr. Carrie Van 
Meter, Dr. Dakota King-White, Cara Habermehl, Michelle Jackson, Diane Zimmer, Sara 
Hoffman, Jeff Williams (Saturday only), Jane Ziegler (Saturday Only) 

● Absent: None 
 

Opening of Meeting and Approval of Minutes (Nichole) 
● Motion to Call Executive Meeting to Order by President Nichole Miller 

First: Michelle Grimm/ Second: Dr. Carrie Van Meter 
For: All/ Against: 0/ Abstain:0 

      Motion passed. 
● Motion to Approve the September 2018 Board Meeting Minutes 

First: Sara Hoffman/ Second: Cara Habermehl 
For: All/ Against: 0/ Abstain:0 

      Motion passed. 
 
Review of 2019 Board Election Results and Appointments (Nichole) 

● Motion to Accept 2019 Board Election Results 
First: Heather Fairs/ Second: Dr. Carrie Van Meter 
For: All / Against: 0/ Abstain:0 

      Motion passed. 
● Motion to Approve MaryJo Bowersox, Cara Sanders & Kenneth Stocker as Emerging 

Leaders  
First: Dr. Carrie Van Meter/ Second: Sara Hoffman 
For: All/ Against: 0/ Abstain:0 

      Motion passed. 
● Motion to Approve the Appointment of Scott Koebel as Secretary 

First: Diane Zimmer/ Second: Dr. Carrie Van Meter 
For: 9/ Against: 0/ Abstain: Scott Koebel 

      Motion passed. 
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● Discuss Process for Filling Vacated At-Large Representative 
Position. ​Shawn Grime reviewed the process for filling the at-large 
position. Email will be sent to all eligible members. 30-day 
submission period. Executive committee will make a 
recommendation 

            to the full board for filling the vacant at-large position. 
● Discussion Regarding the Hiring of an Executive Director (Nichole Miller). ​Nichole Miller 

reviewed the process that was involved  in interviewing the candidates by the executive 
board. 

● Motion to Approve Shawn Grime as Executive Director 
First: Sara Hoffman/ Second: Cara Habermehl 
For: 9/ Against: 0/ Abstain: Heather Fairs 

      Motion passed. 
 
 
 
Review of Code of Regulation Amendments Member Vote (Shawn Grime) 

● Motion to Approve the Voting Results for the Presented December 2018 Code of 
Regulation Amendments 
First: Cara Habermehl/ Second: Sara Hoffman 
For: All/ Against: 0 / Abstain: 0 

      Motion passed. 
 
Lobbyist and OCA MOU Update (Heather) 

● Motion to Approve Contract with Government Advantage Group to Provide Lobby 
Services for the 2019 Calendar Year 
First: Michelle Grimm / Second: Carrie Van Meter 
For: All/ Against: 0/ Abstain: 0 

      Motion passed. 
● Motion to Approve Memorandum of Understanding with the Ohio Counseling Association 

Outlining AOCC Finance Agreements for the 2019 Calendar Year  
First: Heather Fairs/ Second: Cara Habermehl 
For: All / Against: 0 / Abstain: 0 

      Motion passed. 
 
Financial Report (Carrie & Shawn) 

● Discussion Regarding Fiscal Year (keep current or move to calendar year) Switch would 
not be difficult. There are pros and cons each way according to Treasurer Dr. Carrie Van 
Meter. Current board cycle and some significant contracts match up with the calendar 
fiscal year. 
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● Discussion about RAMP Scholarship. Not many applicants and 
recipients in recent years. Consensus to allot $500 for Ramp 
Scholarships, which would fund two applications. 

● Discussion about ASCA Conference and the high expenses 
involved. Historically, expenses for both LDI and actual conference 
are both covered for the executive board.  The board may need to 
revisit the issue of conference expenses in the future. 

● We have changed to Join.Me for group meetings for a lesser expense. Google Hangout 
is included in Google Suite and is suggested as a free alternative to host conference 
calls.  The board will explore Google Hangout this year to see if it is a viable replacement 
option for Join.Me for next year in order to save more money. 

● Treasurer Dr. Carrie Van Meter and Executive Director Shawn Grime asked members to 
review the budget proposal 

● Potential need for vote on motion regarding fiscal year and 2019 budget dependent on 
outcome of discussion 
 

Closing of Meeting (Nichole Miller) 
● Motion to Call Meeting to Close  

First: Dr. Carrie Van Meter/ Second: Sara Hoffman 
For: All/ Against: 0/ Abstain: 0 

      Motion Passed 
 
Saturday - January 26 
 
8:00-9:00AM Breakfast 
 
9:00-9:30AM Government Relations Report (WillaMarie) 
 
Presentation of Lobbyist Report (Amanda Sines) 

● New General Assembly and new Governor. There is no new legislation to report on yet. 
● There was a switch to a new Speaker of the House, Larry Householder. Committee chair 

positions still need to be determined. 
● Governor DeWine has pledged to focus on mental health and early childhood education. 
● The first half of the year will be focused on the budget. Governor will introduce budget 

and then legislators will look to tweak it. This will be a busy time. 
● Alternative graduation pathways extended for this year’s senior class. Pathways with 

minor tweaks for the Class of 2020.  
● Representative Cupp has led a work group on the issue of school funding. 1:250 

social/emotional/life security needs ratio recommended. 
Legislative and Advocacy Discussion (Willa Marie Jackson) 

● Committee members have been gathering articles and resources 
● Want to provide resources and talking points to members to help them with advocacy 
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● The Facebook pages have provided a forum for valuable discussion 
and advocacy opportunities 

Discussion of Need to Create Political Action Committee (Willa Marie 
Jackson) 

● We have split from our PAC with OCA. Need to lay the groundwork 
for our own PAC 

Discussion of Legislative Advocacy Day (Date, Format, Cost, Appointments, etc.). 
● Legislative Advocacy Day. OCA is already scheduled for March 19, 2019. OSCA will 

partner with OCA for that same day. Exact details will be released soon. 
 

 
 
9:30-10:00AM 2018 & 2019 All Ohio Counselors Conference  

Update (Nichole, Heather & Shawn) 
 
Review of 2018 Survey Feedback, Metrics and Financials 

● We anticipate receiving $30,000 profit from the 2018 conference, which is a slight 
increase from last year 

Discussion of eliminating or phasing out free rate for lead presenters for the conference 
● Concerns expressed: 1. School counselors will not have a strong incentive to present. 

May result in fewer presentations. 2. May create financial obstacles for school 
counselors to attend the conference. 3. The “Why” of the conference is to present the 
best professional development possible for school counselors. 4. We are trying to raise 
membership and this may be counterproductive to that goal. 5. Many graduate students 
have significant financial limitations and we need to make sure we are not closing them 
out of the experience.  

● Nominal fee for volunteers raised as a potential policy to reduce the issue of no-shows 
Update on 2019 AOCC Call for Proposals 

● Possibly reducing the number of co-presenters to two co-presenters 
● Feedback to presenters did not 

Possible Keynote and Pre-conference Contacts (Nichole Miller) 
● Reagan North- Author of Motivational Interviewing for School Counselors. Nichole Miller 

says he is pen to possibly doing a preconference. 
● Sam Quinones- Author of Dreamland and is a journalist who has written extensively 

regarding the opiate epidemic. 
● Dr.  William Demeo- Extremely popular at the conference last year. Open to doing a 

preconference. 
● Dr. Bruce Perry- Expert on trauma. 
● Sara Williams suggested Kirk Koennecke (Superintendent of Graham Local Schools) as 

a recommended contact because he is well-connected to other administrators and 
passionate about preparing students for the future. 

● Choice of speakers may of course be limited by our budget constraints 
● Discussion of partnering with other entities to pay for speakers 
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10:00-10:15AM ASCA and OSCA LDI ​(Nichole Miller) 
 
Preview of OSCA LDI  

● Columbus as a “destination city.” Plan to stay at DoubleTree in 
downtown Columbus. 

Update Regarding ASCA LDI Attendees and Finances 
● All five board members plan to attend LDI and conference in Boston 

 
10:15-10:45AM Professional Development Report ​(Scott Koebel and Sara Hoffman on 
behalf of Melissa Nowicki) 
 
Discussion of Summer Academy (Date, Format, Location, Topics of Interest, Costs, etc.) 

● Summer Academy set for June 6th at Mount Vernon Nazarene. Similar format as last 
year. Large group session in the morning and breakout sessions in the afternoon 

Discussion Regarding Additional PD Offerings  
● Facebook live presentations on topics of interest may be an option to consider 

 
10:45-11:15AM Member Services Report ​(Sara Williams) 
 
Update Regarding National School Counselor Week 

● National School Counselor Week ideas- School counselors need to take the initiative to 
promote the week rather than expect others to do so. Nichole Miller is going to share her 
resources related to what she does for NCSW.  Discussion about promoting the week to 
our members. OSCA will send an email about NCSW to our membership early next 
week. 

 
Discussion Regarding Plan to Get Membership to Reach 2000 

● Unclear how many total schools counselors there are in the state 
● There are about 200 graduate student members 
● It is important to communicate to members the benefits that they are getting from 

membership 
● Would it be helpful to have a consistent renewal date? 
● Possibility of discounts to vendors or discounts to the OSCA store to draw people in 
● Restriction of Facebook pages and website resources to members only. Our Facebook 

pages have been very active in recent months. 
● Discussion of a potential membership rate increase and how that may impact 

recruitment 
 

11:15-11:30AM Advocacy and Outreach Report ​(Kelley Mills) 
 
Discussion regarding the website 
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● Plan is to have a wealth of presentations and resources that can be 
accessed on the website by all members. 

 
11:45AM-12:45PM Lunch 
 
12:45-1:15PM Professional Recognition Report ​(Deb Gray) 
 
Discussion Regarding Current Due Dates for Applications 

● The due date for all applications is April 30. Due date for school counselor nominations 
is March 30. That gives nominated school  
counselors a month to prepare needed materials. 

Discussion Regarding Ways to Promote Awards 
● Encourage nominations from board members and OSCA members because the awards 

are an excellent way to spotlight the importance of our profession. 
Discussion Regarding Set-Up and Qualifications of Undergrad and Graduate Scholarship 

● Offering an undergraduate scholarship for the first time this year. Requires a 3.0 GPA, 
must attend a 4 year Ohio college or university, must submit transcript and essay which 
describes impact of school counselor on the student. 

 
Continued Discussion Regarding the Budget and Fiscal Year (Shawn Grime and Dr. Carrie Van 
Meter) 

● Shawn Grime spoke to the accountant and the accountant recommended that if we do 
switch to the calendar year, that we wait to do so until January of 2020. 

● Mileage is a significant expense. Concern expressed about asking volunteers to pay any 
money out of pocket to serve in a volunteer role. 

 
Discussion Regarding Outreach to Members and Potential Members 

● Possible outreach to university and college programs 
● Outreach to county associations and colleagues in each board member’s area 
● Google Sheets sign up for outreach to different counties and areas of the state 
● Need to create consistent talking points so that everyone is delivering similar messages 
● 20 minute work session was held to brainstorm and refine messaging strategies 

 
Miscellaneous Discussion 

● 504 and the school counselor’s role 
● School counselor teaching a career-related course 

 
 
 

Motion to open Business Meeting 
1st: Heather Fairs 2nd: Michelle Grimm 
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Motion to Approve an Amendment that we change 7.02 to Code Of 
Regulations by removing the dates for the fiscal year 
1st: Sara Hoffman 2nd: Jane Ziegler 
For: All Against: 0 Abstain: 0 
Motion Passed 

  
1:30-2:30PM New Business and Connections 
 
Motion to adjourn  

1st: Jeff Williams 2nd: Diane Zimmer 
For: All Against: 0 Abstain: 0 
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